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This document provides a curated list of legislation enacted in the 2026 session of the 
Indiana General Assembly that may be of interest to the disability community, organized by 
topic area, for easy reference as implementation moves forward. 

Education 

Focus: K-12 Schools, Higher Education, Special Education, Teacher Policies, School Governance 

• HB1004 VARIOUS EDUCATION MATTERS. (BEHNING R) Makes changes to various 
education provisions concerning the following: (1) Certain school corporation 
accounting requirements. (2) The "nonpublic school" definition. (3) Recodification 
and state board of education (state board) transition provisions. (4) The state 
board's duties. (5) Powers of the governing bodies of school corporations. (6) 
Public-private agreements by charter schools for the construction or renovation of 
schools. (7) Adoption of certain rules by the state board. (8) Provisions that apply 
to a qualified district or qualified high school. (9) Department of education's 
(department) duties regarding initiatives for teacher recruitment and retention of 
certain educators. (10) Internet use policy. (11) Graduation plan requirements. 
(12) Instruction on alcoholic beverages, tobacco, prescription drugs, and 
controlled substances. (13) Recognition program criteria application. (14) 
Reporting on certain student expenditure information. (15) Excused absences. 
(16) Automated external defibrillator (AED) requirements. (17) Grant awards from 
the Indiana secured school fund. (18) Joint meetings of governing bodies of school 
corporations. (19) The borrowing of money by school corporations for certain 
hardware. Relocates a provision regarding certain possession and storage of a 
firearm educational materials from the department to the department of 
homeland security. Allows use of temporary teacher contracts for teachers who 
have been issued an emergency permit. Removes or repeals various education 
and higher education provisions concerning the following: (1) Expired and expiring 
provisions. (2) Duties, discretionary actions, and restrictions regarding the 
department. (3) Posting of certain information by schools. (4) Discretionary 
display of certain words by qualified districts. (5) Academic receivership. (6) Staff 
performance evaluations regarding Indianapolis Public Schools. (7) Certain 
powers of governing bodies of school corporations. (8) Certain student teaching 
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agreement requirements with postsecondary educational institutions. (9) Certain 
discretionary authority of school corporations regarding joining regional school 
study councils, distributing payroll based on contractual and compensation 
plans, and establishing and using funds for nursery schools. (10) Spending 
restrictions for remediation programs. (11) Certain website posting requirements 
for school corporations and charter schools. (12) Reporting regarding students 
who meet certain requirements during their expected graduation year. (13) 
Discretion regarding certain feasibility studies. (14) Certain rights and privileges of 
teachers employed in a joint program or special education cooperatives or with 
regard to certain interlocal cooperation agreements. (15) Joint investment funds. 
(16) Application of certain laws to joint programs. (17) Establishment of certain 
students as transfer students. (18) Discretion regarding employee health coverage 
for certain individuals. (19) Notification to the secretary of education by a 
superintendent regarding a conviction or certain final actions. (20) References to 
an online platform for training. (21) Reports regarding adjunct teachers. (22) 
Teacher contract requirements regarding the number of work hours per day. (23) 
Voiding of contracts with teachers if certain conditions apply. (24) Regular 
teacher's contract requirement for principals, assistant principals, and directors 
of special education. (25) The provision of certain individual test scores regarding 
examinations required for teacher licensure. (26) The definition of "secondary 
school" regarding the federal teacher loan forgiveness program. (27) The definition 
of "deficit financing" with regard to the Gary Community School Corporation and 
the Muncie Community school corporation. (28) Allowing instruction on bullying 
prevention and child abuse by certain individuals. (29) Timing of statewide 
assessment requirements for state accredited nonpublic schools and eligible 
schools. (30) Requirement that the department make available certain diagnostic 
tools. (31) Discretionary portfolio programs by governing bodies of school 
corporations. (32) Allowing expulsion if a student's legal settlement is not in an 
attendance area. (33) Report requirement by the education commission of the 
states. (34) Duty of a school corporation to preserve instructional programs. (35) 
The primary care physician loan forgiveness program. (36) Required payments by 
postsecondary credit bearing proprietary educational institutions regarding cost 
of performing team onsite investigations. (37) Indiana excellence in teaching 
endowment. (38) Listing of funds established outside certain education 
provisions. Repeals and relocates education provisions regarding programs 
administered by the state with the following changes: (1) Removes or repeals the 
following: (A) Dissemination of certain information regarding the teacher referral 
system. (B) Expired provisions. (C) Certain uses of the Senator David C. Ford 



 

educational technology fund. (D) The technology plan grant program and 
requirements. (E) School social worker qualification requirements. (F) An annual 
report regarding system of teacher and student advancement grants. (G) The 
Indiana education residency pilot program. (H) A biannual progress report 
regarding the next level computer science program and fund. (I) A noncompliance 
and transfer of responsibility provision regarding the next level computer science 
program and fund. (2) Amends certain requirements regarding the process for 
evaluating curricular materials. Makes conforming changes. 

  

• HB1098  WORK BASED LEARNING LIABILITY. (COMMONS M) Requires an intermediary 
and an employer to enter into an agreement that sets forth the duties and 
responsibilities of the intermediary and the employer when participating in a work 
based learning program. Repeals provisions relating to the federal School to Work 
Opportunities Act under the worker's compensation and worker's occupational 
diseases compensation laws. Provides that, subject to certain limitations, a 
student who performs services for an employer as part of a work based learning 
program is entitled to benefits under the worker's compensation and worker's 
occupational diseases compensation laws. Provides that any underwriting 
decision made by an insurer or rating factor applied to a participant must be 
based on objective risk based criteria that are applied uniformly and without 
regard to the age of the student to be covered under the policy. 

  

• HB1195 HIGH SCHOOL EQUIVALENCY PROGRAMS. (DAVIS M) Amends Indiana high 
school equivalency diploma program eligibility requirements for individuals under 
18 years of age. Changes the expiration date of the high school equivalency pilot 
program from June 30, 2026, to June 30, 2028. Makes conforming changes. 

 

• HB1242 EDUCATION REPORTS. (YOCUM T) Requires the department of education to: (1) 
prepare a report compiling certain statewide data on school corporations and 
charter schools; and (2) submit the report to the legislative council and the interim 
study committee on education. Requires the department of local government 
finance, in consultation with the department of education, to conduct a study of 
the disparities in per student operational funding amounts in school corporations, 
and submit the report to the legislative council and the state budget committee. 

https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1098/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1195/details
https://iga.in.gov/legislative/2026/bills/house/1242/details


 

  

• HB1266 DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND EDUCATION MATTERS. (BEHNING R) Makes 
various changes to education provisions concerning the following: (1) Creating a 
teaching and learning framework for the implementation of mathematics 
academic standards. (2) Development of a data science math pathway. (3) 
Submission of a report to the general assembly concerning recommendations on 
strategies to support academically and fiscally underperforming schools, and 
interventions as necessary. (4) Evaluating, approving, and publishing high quality 
curricular materials time lines. (5) Local board membership for a local centralized 
school facilities board and local student transportation board. (6) Salary 
differentiation regarding teachers who possess a literacy endorsement. (7) 
Amounts expended in participating in an interlocal agreement included in 
determining amounts school corporations expend on full-time teacher salaries for 
purposes of teacher salary minimum funding requirements. (8) Summer school 
program and reimbursement administration. (9) Criteria required for eligibility of a 
waiver for conducting four day school weeks. (10) Oversight of career and 
technical education program designation. (11) Uses of teacher appreciation 
grants. (12) The calculation of operating referendum distributions and school 
safety referendum distributions to charter schools with regard to virtual 
instruction. (13) Petitions regarding reconsidering payments of choice 
scholarships. (14) Membership of the board for proprietary education. (15) The 
effective date regarding the changes to the definition of "eligible choice 
scholarship student". (16) Career specialist permit eligibility. Provides that an 
emergency permit may be renewed up to two times to an individual enrolled in an 
alternative teacher certification program if the program provides documentation 
verifying the individual's good standing in the program to the department of 
education. Creates a new qualification option for a transition to teaching program 
participant who seeks to obtain a license to teach in grades 5 through 12. 
Removes a provision that provides that the department may not release less than 
10 items per subject matter level per grade level regarding the statewide 
summative assessment. Removes a requirement that for a parent or student to 
use a career scholarship account (CSA) annual grant amount for costs related to 
transportation a CSA participating entity must pay a matching amount for the 
transportation costs. Requires each state educational institution that offers a two 
year graduate degree program in mental or behavioral health to evaluate the 
graduate degree program to determine the feasibility of providing the program in a 
specifically structured manner to allow full-time students to complete the 
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program within: (1) one year; or (2) five years if the program is combined with a 
baccalaureate degree program. Requires the Indiana department of education to 
elect to participate as a covered state in the federal tax credit scholarship 
program for elementary and secondary education under Section 25F of the 
Internal Revenue Code (enacted in Public Law 119-21, commonly known as the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025). Makes conforming changes to the school 
scholarship tax credit in current law. Requires the governor and the department of 
workforce development, in consultation with the commission for higher 
education, to: (1) establish a process to identify eligible workforce training 
programs; (2) establish a process for institutions and programs to apply for 
recognition as an eligible workforce training program; (3) coordinate certain 
workforce training matters; and (4) require eligible workforce training programs to 
provide certain datasets to the department. Provides that the department of 
workforce development must maintain alignment with federal rules governing 
workforce Pell grants. Repeals certain provisions concerning postsecondary 
career and technical education. 

 

• HB1325 SPECIAL EDUCATION. (PFAFF T) Requires the department of education, in 
collaboration with the Indiana department of health, the department of child 
services, and the office of the secretary of family and social services to report and 
make recommendations concerning certain data regarding residential placement, 
developmental preschool, and special education. 

 

• HB1408 EDUCATION MATTERS. (BEHNING R) Includes the general assembly in the list of 
state entities to which the management performance hub (MPH) must make 
available certain government information. Provides that the MPH's annual data 
product: (1) must include certain sources of information; and (2) must be made 
available to the general assembly. Amends the definition of "workforce focused 
agency" to include the state workforce development board. Provides that certain 
workforce related programs include apprenticeship programs, unless the 
apprenticeship program receives certain funding. Requires a regional 
representative appointed to the Ivy Tech Community College (college) state board 
of trustees (state board of trustees) to serve as a nonvoting member of the college 
campus board (campus board) for the region the member represents. Requires 
each college campus to review building utilization data prior to approving capital 
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requests or requests for proposals. Requires the state board of trustees to create 
and approve evaluation tools for campus boards to provide annual feedback on 
the performance of the campus chancellors. Requires the college to annually 
provide: (1) certain program and student metrics information; and (2) an analysis 
of market labor outcomes; to each campus board. Requires each college campus 
to: (1) prepare a campus strategic plan that connects to the college's strategic 
plan; and (2) submit the campus strategic plan to the state board of trustees for 
approval. Provides that, when a vacancy occurs in the position of a campus 
chancellor, a member of the campus board, selected by the campus board, shall 
serve on the search committee appointed by the president of the college. 
Establishes requirements and restrictions regarding adolescent use of social 
media. Makes a violation of the requirements and restrictions a deceptive act. 

 

• SB78 WIRELESS COMMUNICATION DEVICE POLICY. (RAATZ J) Amends definitions, 
requirements, restrictions, and exceptions regarding wireless communication device 
policies adopted and implemented by school corporations and charter schools. 
Requires the department of education to publish model policy language and 
implementation guidance. Provides that, with exceptions, a school corporation, a 
school maintained by a school corporation, and a charter school, including school 
personnel, are immune from civil liability for any actions taken in good faith to 
comply with the school's wireless communication device policy. 
 

 

• SB199  VARIOUS EDUCATION MATTERS. (RAATZ J) Makes changes to the composition of 
the case review panel established by an interscholastic athletic association. 
Requires the secretary of education, not later than December 1, 2026, to identify 
key metrics and activities concerning civic literacy and to submit the information to 
the general assembly. Requires the secretary of education, not later than December 
1, 2026, to identify and make certain recommendations concerning paid leave for 
employees following certain events and to submit the findings to the general 
assembly. Provides that certain requirements apply to schools in which, over the 
course of three consecutive years, fewer than 75% of students achieved a valid 
passing score on the determinant evaluation of reading skills. Requires the 
commission for higher education (commission), not later than December 1, 2026, 
to evaluate accrediting agencies of state educational institutions and to report the 
commission's findings and recommendations to the general assembly. Provides 
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that state educational institutions with degree programs that meet the definition of 
a low earning outcome program under federal law must request approval from the 
commission to continue the degree program. 

 

• SB200  PUBLIC SCHOOL MATTERS. (RAATZ J) Provides that certain: (1) indemnity; (2) 
choice of law; and (3) automatic renewal; provisions contained in contracts entered 
into, amended, or renewed after June 30, 2026, between the governing body of a 
school corporation or the equivalent authority for a charter school and a vendor are 
against public policy and are void and unenforceable. Provides that certain youth 
organizations may submit a grievance to the department of education if a public 
school refuses to allow the organization to provide information to students under 
certain conditions. Provides that, if a public school allows a postsecondary 
educational institution to provide certain information to students, the public school 
shall allow military personnel to provide certain information to students. 

 

• SB204 VARIOUS EDUCATION MATTERS. (DEERY S) Provides that an individual who has 
obtained a license to teach in a charter school may be eligible to obtain an initial 
practitioner professional educator license under certain conditions. Removes a 
requirement that an individual must hold a bachelor's degree in science, 
technology, engineering, or mathematics as a component of certain pathways to 
receive an initial practitioner license. Provides that academic needs based salary 
increases may not: (1) apply to all eligible teachers in a bargaining unit uniformly; or 
(2) be based on certain other factors. Repeals the: (1) state educational institution 
(institution) annual report to the legislative council (council) and commission for 
higher education (commission) concerning financial aid; (2) commission report to 
the general assembly concerning certain institution information; (3) student athlete 
cardiac arrest provisions; and (4) Ivy Tech Community College report to the budget 
committee concerning campus information. Expires certain physical facilities 
reporting requirements on June 30, 2029. Provides that a state educational 
institution that has been denied approval to continue a degree program may: (1) 
permit students to enroll in the degree program until June 1 of the year following the 
denial; and (2) provide students enrolled in the degree program with the opportunity 
to finish their degree prior to the degree program's closure. Requires the 
commission to submit an annual report concerning degree program closures to the 
general assembly. Changes the reporting of disclosable gifts to January 31 and July 
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31 of a given year (current law requires disclosure on January 1 and July 1 of a given 
year). Changes certain amounts concerning construction, land purchases, and 
repair and rehabilitation by an institution to $3,000,000. Voids a provision in the 
Indiana Administrative Code. Requires each institution to submit a report annually 
to the budget committee and the commission for higher education listing certain 
capital projects for the immediately preceding full calendar year that did not receive 
review by the commission. Specifies the contents of the report. Provides that a 
student enrolled in a health profession education program may not be required to 
receive an immunization as a condition of: (1) participating in; or (2) obtaining; 
clinical training or clinical experience required by the program if a parent of the 
student or student objects on religious grounds. Adds requirements regarding the 
principles of the core transfer library. 

  

• SB239  VARIOUS EDUCATION MATTERS. (ROGERS L) Requires the department of 
education (department) to: (1) compile a list of business and industry partners that 
provide guaranteed incentives to high school students who earn the honors 
employment plus seal; and (2) publish the list on the department's website. 
Provides that, in addition to conditions established in current law to convert an 
existing public elementary or secondary school, an existing public elementary or 
secondary school may be converted into a charter school if certain other 
conditions apply. Allows, if the conditions are met, the governing body of a school 
corporation to: (1) convert more than one existing public elementary or secondary 
school within the school corporation; and (2) operate two or more conversion 
charter schools under a single charter. Allows participating innovation network 
charter schools to enter into an agreement with more than one school corporation. 
Establishes the following for or with regard to participating innovation network 
charter schools that entered into an agreement with more than one school 
corporation: (1) Requirements regarding the location of a participating innovation 
network charter school. (2) Terms of a participating innovation network charter 
school agreement. (3) Duties of the department. Amends certain requirements and 
procedures that apply to the closure and transfer of covered school buildings. 
Provides that a lease or sale of a covered school building to a charter school or 
state educational institution includes certain assets. Requires parental notification 
if a school determines a student is at risk of not achieving grade level proficiency in 
mathematics. 
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Health & Healthcare 

Focus: Healthcare systems, medical practice, disease programs, patient protections 

• HB1029 ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE AND DEMENTIA EDUCATION. (PORTER G) Requires the 
Indiana department of health (state department) to: (1) collaborate with a 
national Alzheimer's disease and dementia organization in educating the public 
about Alzheimer's disease and dementia; and (2) identify and collaborate with 
additional partners in the education. Requires the state department to partner 
for outreach in the education and publish certain educational materials on the 
state department's website. Allows the state department to accept grants, 
services, and property from public and private entities for the education. 

• HB1358 INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. (BARRETT B) Changes the statewide 
standing order for the dispensing of a smoking cessation product to a tobacco, 
vaping, or nicotine cessation product. Amends the date by which a hospital must 
submit the hospital's fiscal report and patient information report to the state 
department. Removes a requirement that a home health aide competency 
evaluation program include at least 75 hours of training and 16 hours of 
classroom training before supervised practical training. Adds Parkinson's 
disease to the definition of "chronic disease" for provisions concerning the 
chronic disease registry. Requires: (1) the state department to maintain a trauma 
registry; and (2) certain health care facilities to submit data to the registry. 
Establishes requirements for the handling and transporting of infectious waste. 
Sets forth factors the state department must consider in determining the nature 
of and civil penalty for a violation of infectious waste requirements. Expands 
provisions concerning epinephrine, including provisions allowing a pharmacist to 
dispense and an entity to prescribe epinephrine rather than auto-injectable 
epinephrine. Removes the expiration of provisions concerning lead screening for 
children. Requires a registered manufacturer, processor, repackager, or 
wholesale distributor of food, drugs, or cosmetics to comply with federal 
regulations concerning good manufacturing practices. Allows the state health 
commissioner to enter and inspect the premises of the manufacturer, processor, 
repackager, or wholesale distributor. Permits a local health department to 
conduct inspections of certain manufacturers, processors, repackagers, or 
wholesale distributors. Amends the information a local child fatality review team 
and the statewide child fatality review committee may review in conducting a 
child fatality review. Allows a suicide and overdose fatality review team and a 
fetal-infant mortality review team to provide records to the state department. 
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Requires the state department to maintain the confidentiality of these records. 
Requires a medical school to: (1) include nutrition education in the school's 
curriculum; and (2) require students to complete a rural health rotation. Voids 
administrative rules concerning infectious waste and the state trauma registry. 

 

• SB180 VARIOUS HEALTH CARE MATTERS. (BROWN L) Eliminates a requirement that 
home health aide competency evaluation program training include at least 75 hours 
of training and 16 hours of classroom training before supervised practical training. 
Amends the educational requirements for dental hygienists. Amends the 
requirements for administration of nitrous oxide by a dental hygienist. Allows the 
state board of dentistry to establish additional requirements for an applicant who 
has failed the licensure examination at least three times. Amends the licensure and 
temporary permit requirements for respiratory care practitioners. Provides that a 
current or former police officer or firefighter (first responder) may recover medical 
benefits from the first responder's employer for an employment related injury or 
illness without first proceeding with a worker's compensation claim. Provides that if 
a first responder pursues a worker's compensation claim for medical benefits and 
the claim is withdrawn or denied, the first responder is not precluded from 
recovering medical benefits from the employer. Repeals the penalty in Title 16 
concerning the crime of transferring contaminated semen. (Current statute 
contains a transferring of contaminated body fluids crime in Title 35 remains in 
law.) 

Human Services/ Social Welfare 

Focus: Medicaid, SNAP, disability services, mental health services 

• HB1277 HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES MATTERS. (BARRETT B) Amends the duties of 
the office of the secretary of family and social services (office) concerning 
Medicaid home and community based services waivers (waiver). Requires: (1) a 
provider of waiver services to provide certain documentation to a waiver 
recipient; (2) a waiver recipient to review the documentation and report errors or 
inconsistencies; and (3) the recipient's case manager to provide assistance to 
the recipient in reviewing the documentation and reporting any errors or 
inconsistencies. Requires certain Medicaid recipients to choose the recipient's 
provider of integrated health care coordination. Provides that integrated health 
care coordination provided by a provider of assisted living services is not 
duplicative of certain other services. Establishes a time frame in which the 
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bureau of disabilities services must review and approve or deny requests for an 
increase in service units provided to certain individuals with a disability. Requires 
the office to apply to the federal government for: (1) a new Medicaid waiver to 
provide assisted living services; and (2) an amendment to a specific Medicaid 
home and community based services waiver to establish an individual cost limit 
of not more than the institutional cost of nursing facility services. Specifies that 
provisions concerning reimbursement for assisted living services for individuals 
who are aged and disabled and receiving services under a Medicaid waiver apply 
to the new assisted living Medicaid waiver. Provides that, beginning July 1, 2027, 
an individual is no longer a member of the covered population upon receiving 
nursing facility services for 100 consecutive days. Provides that on the one 
hundredth day, the individual is not a member of the covered population and 
shall receive Medicaid services under a fee for service program. Provides that a 
provision prohibiting the office from reducing reimbursement for home health 
services expires June 30, 2027. Requires the office to collaborate with certain 
entities to develop a new reimbursement methodology for home health services. 
Specifies that public notice of at least six months (rather than one year) must be 
provided before a health facility service reimbursement that results in a 
reduction in reimbursement may be changed. Amends the definition of "bulk 
drug substance" for provisions concerning drug compounding. Provides that a 
claim by the estate recovery unit of the office of Medicaid policy and planning 
(estate recovery unit) is forever barred unless the estate recovery unit files a 
claim in the court in which the decedent's estate is being administered not later 
than nine months after the date of death of the decedent. 

• HB1357 CHILD SERVICES PROVIDER BACKGROUND CHECKS (ROWRAY E) Requires an 
employee of: (1) a preventative provider that operates a child welfare program; (2) 
a provider of home based family preservation services; (3) a child caring 
institution; (4) a group home; or (5) a child placing agency; to undergo a 
background check once every four years. Provides that the employee is not 
required to complete a separate federally required background check to provide 
additional child welfare services for the same employer. 
 

• SB1 HUMAN SERVICES MATTERS. (GARTEN C) Establishes the Indiana rural health 
transformation fund and makes allotments and expenditures from the fund 
subject to budget committee review before the allotment and expenditure may 
occur. Requires the office of the secretary of family and social services to report 
biannually to the budget committee concerning the use of the money in the fund. 
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Prohibits recipients of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits from using SNAP benefits to purchase candy and soft drinks. Requires 
the office of the secretary of family and social services to apply for a waiver or 
authorization to implement the prohibition if a waiver or authorization from a 
federal agency is required. Terminates the state's participation in the use of 
expanded categorical eligibility within the federal SNAP. Specifies gross income 
standards and countable resources for SNAP eligibility. Establishes immigration 
eligibility requirements for SNAP and requires the division of family resources to 
verify compliance with the requirements and submit information to the federal 
government about individuals for whom the division could not verify the 
immigration status. Specifies the time frame for Medicaid eligibility 
redeterminations. Requires the office of the secretary of family and social 
services (office) to transmit certain information to the federal government to 
prevent multiple state Medicaid enrollment. Specifies the time frame concerning 
the initial date of Medicaid assistance based on the application date. Sets forth 
additional countable income requirements for Medicaid. Modifies immigration 
status requirements for Medicaid, including presumptive eligibility and the 
healthy Indiana plan (HIP), and requires the office to verify compliance of the 
requirements and report information to the federal government. Modifies work 
and exemption requirements for HIP and requires the conditions to be met in the 
three preceding months before an individual applies to HIP. Requires the office to 
verify compliance with the work requirements on an ongoing basis and at least 
quarterly. Prohibits the office from expanding the medically frail exemption 
beyond the federal definition of the term. Removes the 12 month eligibility period 
for HIP and requires semiannual renewal. Sets forth additional copayments for 
the use of an emergency room setting for nonemergency services and other 
services under HIP. 

 

• SB222 FAMILY AND SOCIAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION MATTERS. (CHARBONNEAU 
E) Adds the 9-8-8 crisis response center and a mobile crisis team as first 
responders. Requires certified peers to be trained and certified by the division of 
mental health and addiction or an approved nationally accredited certification 
body. Amends the definition of "qualified provider" concerning the Medicaid 
program. Requires the office of the secretary of family and social services to limit 
presumptive eligibility determinations to qualified providers and sets forth 
requirements. Requires rules to be adopted concerning the implementation and 
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administration of certification requirements for specified entities and amends 
standards. Allows a home health agency that meets certain conditions to continue 
to provide services to a Medicaid recipient and receive Medicaid reimbursement 
while the home health agency's application for Medicare enrollment is pending if 
the home health agency submitted the application or initiated the enrollment 
process before April 1, 2026. Changes the name of the division of disability and 
rehabilitative services to the division of disability, aging, and rehabilitative services. 
Repeals the division of aging and moves existing statutes and administrative rules 
to other locations. Renames the bureau of aging and in-home services to the 
bureau of better aging (bureau) and designates the bureau to perform certain duties 
once performed by the division of aging. Eliminates the requirement of a preferred 
drug list report. Extends the expiration of the micro facility pilot program. Authorizes 
the legislative services agency to prepare any legislation necessary to conform with 
the changes made. 

Government and Regulatory Reform 

Focus: Government Structure, Boards/Commissions, Administrative Procedures 

• HB1003 BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS. (BARTELS S) Creates the agricultural promotion 
and regulation task force to study various agriculture related topics. Makes 
changes to requirements for the readoption of administrative rules. Repeals, 
merges, consolidates, or otherwise modifies various boards, commissions, and 
other governmental bodies. Modifies or establishes various funds. Makes changes 
to the membership, duties, and operations of various boards, commissions, and 
other governmental bodies. Expands the applicability of a statute concerning 
county hospital governance to Perry County, Spencer County, and Orange County. 
Repeals the fire prevention and building safety commission (commission). 
Transfers the commission's responsibilities and administrative rules to the 
department of homeland security. Makes certain changes to the administration of 
building and safety statutes and building and safety codes. Makes technical 
corrections. Makes an appropriation. 
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Law, Courts, and Civil Rights  

Focus: Civil Rights Enforcement, Probate Law, Guardianship Legal Procedures 

• HB 1036 CHILDREN IN NEED OF SERVICES (GARCIA WILBURN V) Requires the  
department of child services, subject to certain procedural safeguards, to have in-
person contact with an alleged victim of child abuse or neglect: (1) before 
concluding an assessment; and (2) before dismissing or terminating a pending child 
in need of services case with the juvenile court.  
 

• HB1193 CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION. (JETER C) Provides that the civil rights commission 
(commission) may not represent a private individual in a civil action filed in circuit 
or superior court. Amends the definition of "discriminatory practice". Requires the 
commission to first send a complaint received by the commission to another 
state or federal agency that has jurisdiction over the complaint. Allows the 
commission to enter into a memorandum of understanding with a state or federal 
agency if certain conditions are met. Requires the party that elects to have claims 
asserted in a finding of reasonable cause decided in a civil action to file the civil 
action. Provides that the commission may only represent the state in a civil action 
and repeals a provision allowing a court to award monetary damages in those 
cases. Conforms the circumstances under which the commission may be 
required to pay attorney's fees to the circumstances under which an agency may 
be required to pay fees under the administrative orders and proceedings act 
(AOPA). 

• SB71 VARIOUS PROBATE MATTERS. (CARRASCO C) Establishes the guardianship code 
revision task force (task force) to study a recodification of the current 
guardianship code with any necessary changes. Allows a person indebted to a 
minor or having possession of property belonging to a minor to pay the debt or 
deliver the property without a court order in an amount up to $25,000 and to pay 
the debt or deliver the property to a custodian under the Indiana Uniform Transfers 
to Minors Act. Specifies that a court may do the following when issuing a 
protective order: (1) authorize delivery of property to a custodian under the 
Indiana Uniform Transfers to Minors Act; and (2) order a trustee, custodian, or 
other person to file periodic reports concerning certain property transactions of a 
minor. Allows a person having the care and custody of a minor with whom the 
minor resides to petition a court to compromise a claim on behalf of the minor. 
Requires a court to hold a hearing on certain petitions concerning a proposal to 
compromise a claim on behalf of a minor and allows a court to appoint a guardian 
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ad litem, an attorney, or other representative to represent the best interest of the 
minor in the proceeding. Provides that, under the Indiana Uniform Transfers to 
Minors Act, a trustee or administrator of certain plans may transfer funds due 
under a plan to the custodian of a minor who is designated as a beneficiary. 
Allows a custodian to transfer part or all of the minor's custodial property out of 
the custodial form under the Indiana Uniform Transfers to Minors Act to certain 
types of trusts or accounts without a court order. Provides that when a power of 
appointment in a trust (earlier power) is exercised to create another power of 
appointment (subsequent power) or another nonvested property interest, then the 
subsequent power or nonvested property interest created through the exercise of 
the earlier power is considered to have been created at the time of the creation of 
the earlier power, unless: (1) the instrument creating the earlier power; or (2) the 
instrument exercising the earlier power; explicitly provides that the subsequent 
power or nonvested property interest is considered to have been created at the 
time of the irrevocable exercise of the earlier power. Specifies that language 
conferring general authority in a power of attorney with respect to personal or 
family maintenance authorizes an attorney in fact to take certain actions on 
behalf of the principal for the benefit of the principal and the principal's spouse, 
children, and other persons customarily supported by the principal. Removes the 
authorization to employ or contract with servants or companions from the 
description of health care powers. Provides that the application is only to a 
lifetime or inter vivos transfer of property to a trust or similar arrangement under 
which the spouse of the transferor is granted an earlier power that can be 
exercised during the spouse's lifetime or upon the spouse's death to create a 
subsequent limited power of appointment or another nonvested property interest. 
Provides that the exercise of the earlier power or another nonvested property 
interest is considered to have been created at the time of the creation of the 
earlier power by the transferor. Specifies that certain written agreements executed 
between an owner of residential real property and a family member, attorney in 
fact, health care representative, or guardian that provide for an ownership interest 
in the residential real property are not prohibited residential real estate service 
agreements. 

 

 

 

 



 

Tax and Fiscal Policy  

Focus: Employment protections, workforce development 

• SB243 VARIOUS TAX MATTERS. (HOLDMAN T) Amends and adds state income tax 
statutes to conform with certain provisions enacted in Public Law 119-21 (H.R. 1) 
(commonly known as One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025). Specifies rounding 
provisions for cash transactions with regard to the penny phaseout. Amends state 
income tax withholding provisions for gambling winnings. Amends the definition of 
"contribution" for purpose of the state income tax credit for contributions to an 
ABLE account. Amends provisions regarding computation of specified research or 
experimental expenditures. Authorizes the department of state revenue 
(department) to mail documents electronically through its online tax system. Allows 
taxpayers to request to receive all documents from the department through the 
department's online tax system. Makes changes to certain tax warrant procedures. 
Extends the deadline for filing revenue agent report (RAR) adjustments from 180 
days to one year from the Internal Revenue Service's finalization of the federal 
adjustments. Amends the statute of limitations for issuing assessments and 
refunds based on an RAR to one year. Adds certain sales tax enforcement 
provisions regarding motor vehicles, cargo trailers, aircraft, and watercraft. Amends 
provisions regarding confidentiality of tax information. Makes various changes to 
the cigarette tax chapter, the petroleum severance tax chapter, and the alcoholic 
beverage excise tax chapters. Specifies the liability of responsible persons for trust 
fund taxes. Defines the term "responsible person" with regard to trust fund taxes. 
Specifies application of the Indiana adoption tax credit. Revises provisions in the 
pass through entity tax regrading credit for taxes paid to another state. Amends 
provisions in the tax amnesty program. Specifies the determination of estimated tax 
penalties. Makes amending changes to the aircraft license excise tax. 

 
Cross Sector 

These touch multiple policy area simultaneously  

• HB1277 HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES MATTERS. (BARRETT B) Amends the duties of 
the office of the secretary of family and social services (office) concerning 
Medicaid home and community based services waivers (waiver). Requires: (1) a 
provider of waiver services to provide certain documentation to a waiver recipient; 
(2) a waiver recipient to review the documentation and report errors or 
inconsistencies; and (3) the recipient's case manager to provide assistance to the 
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recipient in reviewing the documentation and reporting any errors or 
inconsistencies. Requires certain Medicaid recipients to choose the recipient's 
provider of integrated health care coordination. Provides that integrated health 
care coordination provided by a provider of assisted living services is not 
duplicative of certain other services. Establishes a time frame in which the bureau 
of disabilities services must review and approve or deny requests for an increase 
in service units provided to certain individuals with a disability. Requires the office 
to apply to the federal government for: (1) a new Medicaid waiver to provide 
assisted living services; and (2) an amendment to a specific Medicaid home and 
community based services waiver to establish an individual cost limit of not more 
than the institutional cost of nursing facility services. Specifies that provisions 
concerning reimbursement for assisted living services for individuals who are 
aged and disabled and receiving services under a Medicaid waiver apply to the 
new assisted living Medicaid waiver. Provides that, beginning July 1, 2027, an 
individual is no longer a member of the covered population upon receiving nursing 
facility services for 100 consecutive days. Provides that on the one hundredth day, 
the individual is not a member of the covered population and shall receive 
Medicaid services under a fee for service program. Provides that a provision 
prohibiting the office from reducing reimbursement for home health services 
expires June 30, 2027. Requires the office to collaborate with certain entities to 
develop a new reimbursement methodology for home health services. Specifies 
that public notice of at least six months (rather than one year) must be provided 
before a health facility service reimbursement that results in a reduction in 
reimbursement may be changed. Amends the definition of "bulk drug substance" 
for provisions concerning drug compounding. Provides that a claim by the estate 
recovery unit of the office of Medicaid policy and planning (estate recovery unit) is 
forever barred unless the estate recovery unit files a claim in the court in which 
the decedent's estate is being administered not later than nine months after the 
date of death of the decedent. 

 

• SB1 HUMAN SERVICES MATTERS. (GARTEN C) Establishes the Indiana rural health 
transformation fund and makes allotments and expenditures from the fund subject to 
budget committee review before the allotment and expenditure may occur. Requires 
the office of the secretary of family and social services to report biannually to the 
budget committee concerning the use of the money in the fund. Prohibits recipients of 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits from using SNAP 
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benefits to purchase candy and soft drinks. Requires the office of the secretary of 
family and social services to apply for a waiver or authorization to implement the 
prohibition if a waiver or authorization from a federal agency is required. Terminates 
the state's participation in the use of expanded categorical eligibility within the federal 
SNAP. Specifies gross income standards and countable resources for SNAP eligibility. 
Establishes immigration eligibility requirements for SNAP and requires the division of 
family resources to verify compliance with the requirements and submit information 
to the federal government about individuals for whom the division could not verify the 
immigration status. Specifies the time frame for Medicaid eligibility redeterminations. 
Requires the office of the secretary of family and social services (office) to transmit 
certain information to the federal government to prevent multiple state Medicaid 
enrollment. Specifies the time frame concerning the initial date of Medicaid 
assistance based on the application date. Sets forth additional countable income 
requirements for Medicaid. Modifies immigration status requirements for Medicaid, 
including presumptive eligibility and the healthy Indiana plan (HIP), and requires the 
office to verify compliance of the requirements and report information to the federal 
government. Modifies work and exemption requirements for HIP and requires the 
conditions to be met in the three preceding months before an individual applies to 
HIP. Requires the office to verify compliance with the work requirements on an 
ongoing basis and at least quarterly. Prohibits the office from expanding the medically 
frail exemption beyond the federal definition of the term. Removes the 12 month 
eligibility period for HIP and requires semiannual renewal. Sets forth additional 
copayments for the use of an emergency room setting for nonemergency services and 
other services under HIP 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


